Rivers of Living Water

He dwells within to enable us “to grow up
into Christ in all things”; and to bring us daily
“into conformity to His image.” So anything
in us which hinders Him from carrying out
this purpose grieves Him. Knowingly to per-
mit anything which is contrary to what the
Holy Spirit Himself is, to remain in your life
must mean that you love sin more than you
love Him. Such unfaithfulness grieves Him.

Spirituality depends upon an harmonious re-
lationship with the Holy Spirit. To indulge
known sin means that we are living with a
grieved Spirit. To be filled one must be
cleansed. “God does not require golden ves-
sels, ncither does He seek for silver ones, but
He must have clean ones.”

“Quench not the Spirit” (I Thess. 5:19).

We “grieve” the Spirit when we say “Yes”
to Satan when he lures us into sin. We
“quench” the Spint when we say “No” to
God when He woos us into sanctification and
service. To bring the believer wholly into the
will of God is, perhaps, the Holy Spirit’s hard-
est task. Self-will is latent in every one of us
and is always bursting out into rebellion. The
only cure for it is a deliberate choice to do
God’s will in all things, at all times, and at all
costs. It is to have one’s heart firmly fixed up-
on the doing of God’s will as the rule for daily
life and to permit no exception to the rule.
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