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dcmns the flesh as altogether sinful. He sees 
"no good thing" in it. \Ve must accept God's 
estimate of the flesh and act accordingly. This 
seems easy, but it is very difficult. God's stand
ard is very exacting. He says there is "no good 
thing" from the center to the circumference 
of the flesh. He condemns its innermost de
sires (Eph. 2:3) and its outermost deeds (Col. 
3: 9). The first step that Paul took to life on 
the highest plane was to condemn the flesh 
and "to have no confidence" in it ( Phil. 3: 3-4). 

But we do have confidence in the flesh. We 
divide it into the good and the bad. Certain 
things in the flesh we condemn as sinful

r 
others 

we admit to be weaknesses; but there is another 
good-sized portion of the flesh that we rate 
very high and trust without reserve, We make 
a cross-3ection of the flesh, good and bad to
gether, and think it measures up fairly well. 

But let us put the flesh to a test. Take the 
most God-like thing in human life, which is 
love, and place the purest specimen of it in 
your life alongside of I Corinthians 13, which is 
God's love. Is it always 1ong-suffcring with no 
trace of impatience or irritability? Is it always 
:-:ind with no rudeness or harshness? Does it 
never seek its own through selfishness or jeal
ousy? Does it think no evil but is always with
out . .mcharitableness and suspicion? Has your 
fiesh never broken down under this divine test? 
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