Rivers of Living Water

“My little children, these things write I
unto you, that ye sin not” (I John 2:1).

Yet he made full provision for their sinning
because they had this devil-begotten nature.

“And, if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
us” (I John 2:1).

God makes no attempt to improve this old
nature, because it is unimprovable; nor to sub-
ject it, for it is irreconcilable; nor yet to eradi-
cate it, because He has a far more wonderful
way of conquest over it.

The co-existence of these two diametrically
opposed natures in one person inevitably
necessitates conflict. It is the agelong conflict
between Satan and Christ with the Christian’s
life as the battleground. The conflict is per-
sonalized in Romans 7. Christ had come into
Paul’s life to possess and control it. But an-
other contests His right. Romans 7 is the pic-
ture of a Christian torn to pieces by this
conflict and baffled and dlscouraged beyond
words.

It is this conflict which staggers many a
young Christian and often causes a total eclipse
of faith or a gradual backsliding into the world.
The first step into the Christian life was taken
because his conscience was awakened to the
evil of his doings. His chief concem was for
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