The Chistian’s Choice—Self or Christ

us, but what of the hidden sins of the spirit;
the harsh judgment, the secret irritability, the
wrong attitude, the unkind thought. ‘Then
what of the sins of omission. I am more afraid
of James 4:17 than of almost any verse in the
Bible. It tells me that sin is not merely an act
or an attitude; but it 15 an absence. It is what
I do not do that 1 know I should do. Who
then is without sin?

In every believer is that old nature that can
do nothing but sin. Inherent within it is a
threefold inability: it cannot know, obey or
please God. By physical birth we possess this
God-ignorant, God-defying, God-displeasing
nature which is bent on the gratification and
the glorification of self,

In every believer is a new nature which can-
not sin. Inherent within it is a threefold
capacity: it can and does kmow, obey and
pleasc God. By spiritual birth we possess this
God-knowing, God-obeying, God-pleasing na-
ture which is bent on the gratification and
glorification of Christ.

The Conflict of these two Natures in
every Believer

These two natures co-inhabit every believer
through life. John wrote to believers as though
he did not expect them to sin because they
had this God-begotten nature,
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