The Marks of a Carnal Christian

Two natures, the divine and the fleshly, are
engaged in deadly warfare within the Chris-
tian. Sometimes the spiritual nature is in the
ascendancy, and the believer enjoys a momen-
tary joy, peace and rest. But more often the
fleshly nature is in control, and there is little
enjoyment of spiritual blessings.

May 1 illustrate this conflict which is so
common? A friend told me this story of her
six-year-old nephew James, who had the bad
habit of running away from home. One day
his mother told him she would have to punish
him if he ran away again. The temptation to
do so soon came and he yielded to it. Upon
returning home his mother said, “James, didn’t
you remember that I said if you ran away again
I would punish you?” “Yes,” said James, “I
remembered.” “Then why did you do it?”
asked his mother. James replied, “It was this
way, mother. As I stood there in the road
thinking about it, Jesus pulled on one leg and
the devil - ulled on the other, and the devil
pulled the harder!” The Lord Jesus pulling on
one leg and Satan pulling on thc other is the
constant experience of the Clristian, but
habitually yielding to the devil and giving him
the control of the life is the wretched condi-
tion of the carnal Christian. Is yours a life of
such unceasing wearying conflict? |
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